Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church

Parish Priest, Fr. Harry Curtis.

59 Hollow Way, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 2ND.
Telephone Number: 01865 770 910
Email Address: olhoc.oxford@rcaob.org.uk
Parish Website: www.olhoccowley.co.uk

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham
Registered Charity Number: 234216



Financial Report 2024

Dear Parishioner of Our Lady Help of Christians,

[ am glad to tell you that our annual financial report for 2024 is, thanks to your
generosity, a positive one. Our receipts overall have been more than our payments.
Result, happiness! One of the new benefits this year has been the contactless machine
which enables people who may not be carrying cash to make a donation to the church.
Itis located towards the back of the church near to the piety shop in the right hand aisle.

The main source of our income is, of course, the offertory collections during weekend
Masses, and in the last year these have seen an increase, both gift aided, and non gift
aided. The more that can be gift aided, the more we can reclaim from the Inland Revenue
as “Gift Aid/GASDS Tax Claims”, so if you are a tax payer and you don’t already gift aid
your donations in the offertory, please consider doing so.

Payments for the church and the Don Bosco Centre have gone up this year. I am sure
that I don’t have to say anything to you about the cost of living, but our costs have also
been inflated thanks to the arrival of some late electricity bills.

The other major expenditure is the Parish Levies. Each year a proportion of our income
is taken as a levy by the diocese to pay for services that support parishes. These include
the Diocesan Education Service (supporting our Catholic schools financially and
practically), the Diocesan Youth Service (supporting young people around the Diocese),
the curial offices (essential for running the diocese) and Safeguarding.

During the last 12 months we have not had a major project or an appeal, but don'’t
worry(!); that is about to change. The Parish Finance Committee have been considering
several projects that we should like to undertake before too long. For this coming year
we have prioritised the church roof. This is a “must” (those who sit by the Confessionals
will know that there are problems). We also want to improve the lighting in the car park.

Besides these two projects we are looking into the idea of having solar panels installed
on the roof of the church. This is a big project, and will take a while, but there are great
benefits. Firstly, we are called to be stewards of God’s creation and this is a step towards
cleaner energy. Secondly, each year our electricity bills are enormous, especially during
the winter when we must use the heating, and solar energy will help to reduce them.
We have a splendid, south-facing, pitched roof that would be ideal for solar panels. We
have had a few estimates and it is clear that the initial costs will be large (£25,000-
£33,000). We are currently gathering information and looking at possible grants
towards the cost, but clearly they will not cover it all and it will be a very major
commitment for us as a community. When there is a final price and more information
about grants we shall let you know. In the meantime, please consider this possible
project and tell us what you think.

With sincere thanks for all your support and generosity,

Fr. Harry and the Finance Committee — Brendan Lyons (Chair), Nora Allan, John Cropper,
Aline Nshamaje, Maureen Roberts, Geraldine Griffin (Minutes).



Receipts/Payments 2024

2024 2023 2025
(Forecast)
Receipts to 31st December
Offertories - Gift Aid £21,095.65 £18,579.28 £20,600.00
Offertories - Non Gift Aid GASDS eligible £22,161.55 £21,467.48 £21,000.00
Offertories - Non Gift Aid NOT eligible for GASDS £6,721.00 £7,604.00 £6,150.00
Legacy £0.00 £0.00 £0.00
Donations - Gift Aid £818.51 £150.00 £800.00
Donations - Non Gift Aid £10,499.85 £7,692.83 £9,700.00
Parish Retreats/Days Out £430.00 £0.00 £800.00
Donations - on line via Archdiocesan/Parish Websites £891.01 £710.03 £800.00
Donations - Church Floor Renovation Fund £1,920.00 £9,484.62 £0.00
Fund Raising £1,274.65 £0.00 £1,200.00
Gift Aid/GASDS Tax Claims £6,805.53 £8,5692.96 £7,200.00
Votive Candles £2,246.74 £2,010.01 £2,000.00
Repository - Piety Shop £1,895.36 £1,043.37 £2,000.00
Repository - My Day by Day Booklets £300.00 £300.00 £300.00
Don Bosco Centre £8,487.50 £7,770.00 £8,000.00
Car Park Income £2,028.00 £1,908.00 £2,000.00
Total Receipts £87,575.35 £87,312.58 £82,550.00
Payments to 31st December

Church/Don Bosco Centre £26,383.89 £21,434.00 £30,000.00
Church Floor Renovation Cost £0.00 £12,822.00 £0.00
House £12,737.70 £12,402.29 £13,500.00
Clergy Expenses/Supply £3,282.00 £3,088.00 £3,500.00
Office Expenses and Personnel/Wages £17,064.36 £16,788.74 £17,800.00
Parish Levies £17,299.80 £11,657.20 £17,800.00
Parish Retreats/Days Out £730.00 £0.00 £1,000.00
Fund Raising Expenses £0.00 £0.00 £100.00
Parish Donations £590.00 £860.00 £1,000.00
Votive Candles £656.00 £1,152.50 £1,000.00
Repository - Piety Shop £2,171.71 £580.62 £1,500.00
Repository - My Day by Day Booklets £607.25 £264.25 £450.00
Interest Paid/Bank Charges £704.81 £781.48 £700.00
Total Payments £82,227.52 £81,831.08 £88,350.00
Surplus/Deficiton normal activity £5,347.83 £5,481.50 -£5,800.00

Bank Statement Balance at 31st December -£8,310.46 -£14,657.56



Here’s a riddle: how can you give more money to
our parish without it costing you any more?

ﬂfﬂjmd L/t - Learn how you can give more to the Church through a tax
rebate.

Dear Parishioners

I know that we all appreciate our beautiful church and all that goes on around it. I thank
you all for your generosity especially over the last year when things still remain very
difficult for many. But it takes a lot of money to run a parish and so I must ask you to think
about the financial support that you give to Our Lady Help of Christians and if possible to
increase it.

There is a way to give more money without it coming out of your pocket. As a charity we
can claim money back from the government at no cost to yourselves under the Gift Aid
scheme.

The Parish benefits as it can claim tax relief from the government i.e. for every £10.00 you
give, the Parish will receive a further £2.50 from the government (please make sure that
you have paid at least as much tax as we are claiming back because HMRC will hold you
responsible to pay any excess). 1 am extremely grateful to the many parishioners in the
Parish who already support this scheme, but the number of people registered for Gift
Aid has been slowly decreasing for a while, and I would like to ask you all to consider
joining the Gift Aid scheme, please.

Your contribution would be completely flexible week by week depending on your financial
circumstances. You can give in the weekly collections by using the Gift Aid envelopes or
you can set up a standing order. You can leave the scheme at any time should you so wish.

What you need to know about Gift Aid:

It’s a real help to the Parish.

It is a confidential scheme.

You do not have to promise to give a certain amount of money.
There are no details of earnings needed.

If you feel you can support the scheme please fill in a Gift Aid Declaration Form, available
from Geraldine Griffin, Parish Secretary, Email: olhoc.oxford@rcaob.org.uk, Tel: 01865
770 910, or you can download a copy from the parish website Donations and Gift Aid | Our
Lady Help of Christians - Cowley - Oxford (olhoccowley.co.uk).

Thank you and please support our parish community as much as you can.

Fr. Howry Curtis


https://olhoccowley.co.uk/donations-and-gift-aid
https://olhoccowley.co.uk/donations-and-gift-aid

