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Welcome to Our Lady Help of Christians,  
If you are here with us for the first time today, welcome.  If you are returning to Mass after a period of time away because 

of the pandemic, welcome back!  It is lovely to see you again today. 
 

Collections for 26th December: £267.23; Gift Aid: £24.00.  Thank you.  
 

Christmastide ends this evening.  From tomorrow we return to “Ordinary Time” in the Church’s Year.  Sunday Mass 
readings are taken from Cycle C, and Weekday readings are from Year 2.  Next Sunday is the Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. It is also designated as Peace Sunday, a day to pray for world peace.  
 

I am planning to take a few days off this week, so there will be no public Mass here on Tuesday or Friday.  I shall still be 
celebrating Mass, however, and I shall offer Mass for the intentions listed above. 
 

My Day By Day Booklets.  These booklets are very useful if you wish to follow the readings of the Sunday and weekday 
Mass readings.  There are copies in the church porch of the January edition (price, £1).   
 

Please pray for James Brown and all those we know who are sick.   
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Joseph Cahill, James (Seamus) Kenny, Isodoro Nahabwe and        
Maura Dennehy and all who have died recently or whose anniversaries occur around this time: Mgr. John Cregg,         
Frs. Charles Becker, Philip Wyles, Patrick Farrelly, James Bromley, Patrick McSwiney, Patrick Joyce, Peter Tuite,       
Robert Kirby and Benedict O’Gorman, and Deacons William Murphy, Brian Dockerty and Thomas Mark Carter, and also 
Brian McCurry, Winifred (Winnie) Gildea, Veronica Khan, James O’Brien, Colleen Surman and Mary McNamee.  Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord.       
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Sunday, 9th January 
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE 

LORD 

Saturday Evening Vigil: 5.30 pm 
7.45 am Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
Sunday Morning: 11.00 am 
3.00 pm Baptism: Tifeoluwa Eunice Olalekan 

Josie Coughlan (Intentions) 
 
Winnie Gildea 

Monday, 10th January 
Feria 

8.00 am Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
(9.15 am Mass at Sacred Heart) 

 
Private Intention 

Tuesday, 11th January 
Feria 

No Public Mass Today  
James O’Brien (Anniversary) 

Wednesday, 12th January 
Op. Mem. of St. Aelred of Rievaulx 

No Public Mass Today Mike O’Donohue 

Thursday, 13th January 
Op. Mem. of St. Hilary, Bishop, 

Doctor of the Church 

No Public Mass Today Elizabeth RIP 
 

Friday, 14th January 
Feria 

No Public Mass Today Lesley O’Connell (Intentions) 
 

Saturday, 15th January  
Feria 

Saturday Evening Vigil: 5.30 pm Sr. Maureen Grigg (Intentions) 

Sunday, 16th January 
Second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 
Peace Day 

7.45 am Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
Sunday Morning: 11.00 am 
 

 
Peter and Gill Nottingham 
(Intentions) 
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Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather 

together in Your name. With You alone to guide 
us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach 

us the way we must go and how we are to 
pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us 
promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us 
down the wrong path nor partiality influence 

our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that 
we may journey together to eternal life and not 
stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every 
place and time, in the communion of the Father 

and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

If you wish to join us for Mass from your home, we are now live and can be viewed at 
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/our-lady-help-of-christians 

Here is a prayer, an Act of Spiritual Communion, which you can say as you watch a Livestream Mass: 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into 
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.”  
 

Prayer at the end of Mass: 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children 
of Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious Advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus, O merciful, O 
loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.    

 

Christmas Decorations.  The time has come once again 
to take down our Christmas decorations and put them 
into storage for another year.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped to decorate the tree with stars as symbols of 
love.  It helped us to appreciate the coming of Jesus, the 
Father’s Gift of love to us.  If you would like to take 
your star away today as a keepsake, you are welcome.  
Children, if you look carefully at the stars on the tree 
some of them cover up a 
surprise.  Have a look and 
claim your prize!     
 

Christmas Crib.  Today is 
your last chance to make Crib 
Offerings which this year will 
be divided between Emmaus 
Oxford, who try to help 
homeless people in Oxford, 
and Friends of the Holy Land, 
an ecumenical charity 
supporting the Christian 
community in the West Bank, 
Gaza, Israel and Jordan.   
 

Healing Heart Wounds Group: Are you or someone 
you know struggling with grief? Do you have heart 
wounds that haven’t healed? Are you struggling to 
forgive someone who hurt you? Do you want to be 
better equipped to help others experiencing pain? Come 
join a small group who will meet for four Sundays after 
the 11.00 am Mass to bring healing to wounds to the 
heart from trauma or loss. Using Scripture and best 
mental health principles, it will address spiritual and 
emotional wounds caused by war, violence, natural 
disasters, serious accidents, abuse, grief and loss. Dates: 
January 23rd, 12.00 noon-1:30 pm 
January 30th, 12.00 noon-1:30 pm 
February 6th, 12.00 noon-1:30 pm 
February 13th, 12.00 noon-1:30 pm  
Led by Ariel Dempsey, MD. To register please RSVP to 
ariel.dempsey@theology.ox.ac.uk. There are 8 spaces 
available for the first 8 to RSVP. Requires commitment 
to attend all 4 sessions.  Ariel will say a few words after 
each Mass next weekend to introduce this programme. 
 

CAFOD is supporting communities in Afghanistan most 
in need with food, clean water, and fuel. You can donate 
at: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal.   
 

Synodal Pathway.  Pope Francis has asked all Catholics 
to reflect and report on their experience of what it means 
to be the Church today.  I invite you to let me have your 
thoughts next week using the open-ended questions on 

the separate sheets, or you 
could send them to me at 
olhoc.oxford.rcaob.org.uk. 
 

COVID Regulations.  When 
you come to church, please 
consider what keeps you AND 
others safe.  
• Wear a face covering 
• Sanitise your hands  
• Keep 1m distance if you can  
• Ventilation in church is 
important, but keeping doors 
and windows open means 
letting the cold in and the heat 
out, so please dress warmly  

• If you feel unwell please stay at home  
• Vaccination: have your jabs!  

Tailpiece. After Mass a lady was praising her priest, and 
she suggested that he should publish his sermons.  The 
priest told her that he was planning that they should be 
published posthumously.  To this news she replied, 
“Well good, the sooner the better.” 
 

May God bless you and all those whom you love.  
Fr. Harry  

 

The Sanctuary Candle is burning this week in Thanksgiving. 
Our Lady’s Candle is burning this week for Mary McNamee. 

St. Don Bosco’s Candle is burning this week for Fr. Graham Forristalle. 
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